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Distinguished Panelists,  Ladies and Gentlemen: Good Afternoon. 

 

I am extremely grateful to Dr. Sohail Malik for inviting me to this panel discussion 

on “Addressing the needs of Internally Dislocated Persons in Pakistan” here at 

IFPRI headquarters. It is a very timely discussion and I have no doubt that the 

inputs received from such a distinguished panel today would help us formulate an 

effective policy to deal with this phenomena. 
  
I have intentionally used the term “Internally Dislocated Persons” as the United 

Nations makes a clear distinction between “Internally Displaced Persons” and 

“Internally Dislocated Persons”. In the UN terminology, the term Internally 

Displaced Persons is referred to those people who are displaced on account of civil 

war or an internal conflict. Accordingly this term may not apply on people affected 

by floods or those who are evacuated from North Waziristan by the Government 

for their own safety and security, pending successful completion of military 

operations in North Waziristan. The operation in North Waziristan is a law 

enforcement operation and not an internal armed conflict situation.   
  
While the security operation is continuing successfully, we are faced with a 

daunting challenge of looking after millions of dislocated people, and to provide 

basic facilities of shelter, food, healthcare, clean water and sanitation. 
  
We are also committed to rehabilitation of each and every dislocated person to 

his/her home with dignity. 
  
The Government of Pakistan has so far released an amount of Rs. 3 billion for the 

relief of the dislocated persons from North Waziristan. 
  
For the dislocated persons from Waziristan, we are following a three “R” approach 

(Relief, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction) at the moment. We are providing 



dislocated families with cash grants. The return package will also include free 

medical check-up, food supplies, free transportation and reconstruction tools. 
  
 

 

FLOODS IN PAKISTAN 
  
Pakistan, unfortunately, has had more than its share of natural disasters over the 

last decade. The earthquake of October 8, 2005 resulted in the deaths of over 

80,000 people and massive destruction of infrastructure and private property. 
  
Later on, the 2010 floods, described as a disaster of epic proportions, affected more 

than 20 million people; destroyed over 1.9 million homes; rendered 10 million 

people homeless; damaged 2 million hectares of crop area; destroyed 1.3 million 

hectares of standing crops and resulted in loss of millions of jobs and livelihood. 

The Damage Needs Assessment (DNA) undertaken by the World Bank and the 

Asian Development Bank estimated the overall damage at 6% of Pakistan’s 2009-

2010 GDP which was over US$ 10.00 billion in damages to infrastructure, farms, 

houses, as well as other direct and indirect losses. This was a huge cost, almost 

double the amount of damage caused by the 2005 earthquake. 
  
In 2011 again, Pakistan was hit by massive flash floods that hit South and South 

West of Pakistan resulting in 434 deaths, affecting 5.3 million people and causing 

huge destruction to infrastructure, crops and property. 
  
This year again, unfortunately, Pakistan has been hit by flash floods as you all 

know. Over a million people have been affected with 257 reported deaths. 

Standing crops over a total of half a million acres have been destroyed and 

thousands of cattle perished. 

 
The government is aggressively pursuing relief and rescue operations and has set 

up 362 relief camps across the affected areas. 
  
While initial assessments have been made, a comprehensive damage assessment 

will be completed as the water recedes fully. 
  
The Prime Minister has taken personal charge of the relief operations and has 

directed all concerned to evacuate the affected populations to safer places. The 

Prime Minister has also assured the flood affectless that the government would 

leave no stone unturned in helping the affected population and would provide 



support in helping them build their damaged homes and compensate them for the 

destroyed crops and the lost livestock. 
 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
  
While the rest of World discuses and debates climate change, we in Pakistan are 

experiencing its disastrous impact on a daily basis. The change in precipitation 

patterns, the flash floods that we now experience regularly are evidence enough of 

how climate change is impacting the countries across the globe particularly those 

that are most vulnerable. 
  
INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSISTANCE 
  
While we have received some modest international support for the internally 

dislocated people from North Waziristan and those affected by floods, the 

percentage of such assistance is only 10% of the total expenditure being incurred 

by the Government of Pakistan. 
  
In our bilateral discussions, we have pointed out to our friends here in Washington 

that the most important task ahead for us in Pakistan is the rehabilitation of people 

internally dislocated on account of the military operations in North Waziristan. 
  
The Government of Pakistan has already decided to set up a billion dollar fund to 

undertaken the extensive rehabilitation and reconstruction of the areas affected by 

the military operations. 
  
Having experienced many disasters including the IDP on account of Zarb-e-Azb 

over the years, we have acquired the requisite experience to deal with such 

challenges.  I have every confidence that our resilient nation would rise to the 

occasion of course with the support of international community to meet the 

challenges successfully as we did in the case of much larger disasters in the past.  
 
Talking about the IDPs from North Waziristan, the ideal scenario would be that 

when they go back to North Waziristan, they should find decent infrastructure, 

houses, schools and mosques repaired and rebuilt. We also need to establish 

technical vocational centers. 
 



This is going to be a gigantic task requiring huge reserves. However, for us to 

ensure that the tribal areas are fully integrated and prevented from becoming safe 

havens we have no option but to undertake this task. 

 

 

REGIONAL COOPERATION: 

It is imperative to forge regional cooperation to prevent natural disasters related to 

climate change. In the absence of a cooperative framework between India and 

Pakistan to cope with heavy rains and flooding the situation becomes even more 

complicated. Pakistan being a low riparian country ends up suffering the most. 

I know the useful independent, thoughtful and rigorous work that IFPRI  does 

globally. In Pakistan its policy research work since the mid-1980s is well 

recognized for its contribution to bringing about reform in food security, 

agriculture, nutrition, rural finance  and poverty reduction.  

These are some of my thoughts – I look forward to the discussion today and to 

receiving the presentations and papers. As I stated your recommendations will 

receive the highest consideration. THANK YOU 

 

 


