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Chairman and Deputy Chairman 

 

 

Professor Ahsan Iqbal (RAC Chairman) is Minister of Planning, Development and Reforms 

and Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission, Government of Pakistan. He is currently a 

Member of the National Assembly (MNA) and has been elected four times as an MNA from the 

constituency of Narowal. He has previously served as the Federal Education Minister and has a 

distinguished career in industry, academics, electoral politics, party leadership and national 

governance. 

 

Dr. David Orden (RAC Deputy Chairman) is Senior Research Fellow in the Markets, Trade and 

Institutions Division of the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and Professor, 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. He has been a Visiting Fellow at the 

University of New South Wales (Australia), Chairman of the International Agricultural Trade 

Research Consortium, and Visiting Professor at Stanford University.  

 

 

Members 

 

 

Dr. Nuzhat Ahmad is Senior Research Fellow in the Development Strategies and Governance 

Division of the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and former Director and 

Research Professor at the Applied Economics Research Centre (AERC), University of Karachi. 

She has also served on the Board of Directors of the Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF).  

  

Dr. Imran Ali is Professor of Business Policy at the Karachi School for Business and 

Leadership (KSBL) and former Professor at the Lahore University of Management Sciences 

(LUMS). He has served as the Jamil Nishtar Chair of Agribusiness at LUMS.  He has also taught 

at the University of New South Wales and the University of Melbourne in Australia.  

 

Dr. Ryan Cardwell is Associate Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics, University 

of Manitoba, Canada. He is also an editorial board member of the Canadian Journal of 



Agricultural Economics and the President of the Canadian Council of the International 

Association of Agricultural Economists. His areas of research include food security, food policy, 

and international trade.  

 

Dr. Ali Cheema is Associate Professor of Economics at the Lahore University of Management 

Sciences (LUMS) and Fellow of the Institute of Development and Economic Alternatives 

(IDEAS) and the Center of Economic Research, Pakistan (CERP). He has previous experience as 

a consultant to the Asian Development Bank, DFID, and the World Bank and has served on high 

level Provincial and Federal Government task forces and committees.  

 

Dr. Stephen Davies is IFPRI Senior Research Fellow and Program Leader for the Pakistan 

Strategy Support Program (PSSP), Islamabad.  He is Professor Emeritus, Department of 

Agricultural and Resource Economics, Colorado State University where he served as Chair of 

the Department from 2005-2011. His research on Pakistan has focused on agricultural policy, 

computable general equilibrium models, and water resources. Prior to joining PSSP, he worked 

as an economist on the Friends of Democratic Pakistan’s Water Sector Task Force, and has been 

active in the recent national water policy discussions.    

 

Dr. Ariel Dinar is Professor of Environmental Economics and Policy, Department of 

Environmental Sciences and Director, Water Science and Policy Center, University of 

California, Riverside. He previously was an economist at the World Bank. His areas of research 

include water and environmental economics, climate change, cooperative game theory, and 

economics of extension.  

 

Dr. Akmal Hussain is Distinguished Professor of Economics at Forman Christian College (A 

Chartered University), Lahore. He is also a Member, Governing Board, of the South Asia Centre 

for Policy Studies (SACEPS), and a Senior Fellow at the Pakistan Institute of Development 

Economics (PIDE). He has advised the Government on economic policy as Chairman, Working 

Group on Institutions for Development, Panel of Economists and as Chairman of the Working 

Group on Poverty Reduction for Pakistan’s Tenth Five-Year Plan.  

 

Dr. Aliya H. Khan is Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences, and former Director, School of 

Economics, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad. Prior to this she was a Professor in the Depart 

of Economics at the University. Her areas of research include labor economics, human resource 

development, and macroeconomics. She completed her doctorate from the University of Illinois 

at Chicago.  

 

Dr. Iqrar Ahmad Khan is Vice Chancellor and Professor of Horticulture at the University of 

Agriculture, Faisalabad. He was leader of a team, which established the Center of Agriculture 

Biochemistry and Biotechnology at the University, has secured many research and development 

projects and now holds overall responsibility for the university’s development. Through his 

leadership, he has brought the university’s ranking into the top 100 colleges of agriculture 

worldwide.  

 

Dr. John Mellor is President of John Mellor Associates, Inc. He was the founding Director 

General of the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI). Previously, he was President 



of Abt Associates and Chief Economist at the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID). Dr. Mellor has been widely recognized for his work exploring the 

relationship between rural development and sustained macroeconomic growth for poverty 

reduction.  

 

Dr. Nicholas Minot is Senior Research Fellow in the Markets, Trade and Institutions Division of 

the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI). Previously he taught at the University 

of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. He has worked as a policy advisor in Zimbabwe and has 

conducted fieldwork in several countries including Ethiopia, Rwanda, and Vietnam.  

 

Dr. Margaret McMillan is Associate Professor at Tufts University and Senior Research Fellow 

in the Development Strategies and Governance Division of the International Food Policy 

Research Institute (IFPRI). She has advised a variety of organizations include the Peace Corps, 

Lehman Brothers, USAID, UNDP, and the World Bank.  

 

Dr. Syed Nawab Haider Naqvi is HEC Distinguished National Professor and Director General 

of the Federal Urdu University of Arts, Science and Technology. Previously, he was Director of 

the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE), Senior Economic Advisor at the 

National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) and Rector of the Kausar University of 

Sciences.  

 

Dr. Abid Suleri is Director of the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad. 

He is also a Member of the Economic Advisory Council of the Government of Pakistan and a 

Member of the National Advisory Committee of the Planning Commission of Pakistan. He has 

previously held positions as a Member of Board of Management of Pakistan State Oil (PSO) and 

Chaired the Board Audit and Finance Committee of the PSO.  

 

Dr. Michael Wyzan (ex officio member) is General Development Officer for the Economic 

Growth and Agriculture Office at USAID/Pakistan. Previously, he held positions at Bearing 

Point, at the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, US Department of Treasury, 

Stockholm School of Economics, US Department of State, Illinois State University, and Wake 

Forest University.  

 


